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Chap. 30

JUDICATURE

CHAPTER 30

An Act to amend The Judicature Act
Assented to June 6th,
:\[AjESTY, by and \\ith the ad\·ice and consent
H ERLegislative
Assembly of the Province of Ontario,

1975

of the
as

enact~

follows:
1. Clause m of section 1 of The judicature Act, being chapter 228 s.l \mi. d
of the Revised Statutes of Ontario. 1970, is repealed and the re-enac'e
following substituted therefor:
(m) "master" means a :\laster of the Supreme Court

and includes the Senior "\laster.
2. Subsection 3 of section 85 of the said Act is repealed.

s.&5 ( 3).

3. Subsection 1 of section 97 of the said Act is amended by
striking out " the :\laster of the Supreme Court" in the first
and second lines and inserting in lieu thereof "masters".

~~~~2ed

-1 • Sections 98 and 99 of the said Act are repealed and the
follo\\ing substituted therefor:

repealed

53 ·

98. $9,

re-enacted

:>I.-\STERS

98.-( 1} The Lieutenant Go\'ernor in Council, on the
recommendation of the Attorney General, may appoint
such }fosters of the Supreme Court as are considered
necessary.

~ni0,H;1r.~r:'sent

(2) ..\. master may be removed from office before attaining
retirement age only for misbeha\·iour or for inabilit\· to
perform his duties properly and only if,

~~~~~:~

(a) the circumstances respecting the misbehaviour or
inability are first inquired into; and
(b) the master is given reasonable notice of the time
and place for the inquiry and i:=: afforded an

opportunity, by himself or his counsel, of being
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hl'ard and of cro,;s-examining the witnesses and of
prnduring evidence on his own behalf.
(J) For the purpose of making an irn1uiry under sub-

2. the Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint
o nl' o r more judges of t he Supreme Court who shall make
the inquir:·; and report thereon, and a judge so appointed
hn~ . for that purpose, the powers of a commission under
Part II of Tiu· Public lnquirfrs Act, 1971, which Part
applies to such inquiry as if it were an inquiry under that
,;~·ctio n

1971. r H

Act.
Onfrr for
n•1noval

(J ) An order removing a master from office under this
~ection

may be made by the Lieutenant Governor in Council
a nd the order and the report of the inquiry shall be laid
before the Legislative Assembly if it is in session or, if not,
within fifteen days after the commencement of the next
ensuing session.
Retirement

99.- ( 1) Every master shall retire upon attaining the age
of sixty-five years.

Idem

(2) Notwithstanding subsection 1, a master appointed
before the 2nd day of December, 1968 shall retire upon
attaining the age of seventy years.

Reappoint·
ment

(3) Upon attaining an age for retirement under subsection 1 or 2, a master may be reappointed to hold office
during pleasure but shall not hold office after attaining the
age of seventy-five years.

Resignation

(4) A master may at any time resign his office in writing,
signed by him and delivered to the Attorney General.

Duties of
Judicial
Council
for
Provincial
Judges
R.S.O. 1970.
c. 369

99a. The Judicial Council for Provincial Judges established under The Provinci:az Courts Act has the same powers
and shall perform the same duties in respect of the appointment of and investigation of complaints against masters as
it has or may perform in respect of provincial judges.

Senior :).Jaster

99b.- (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council, on the
recommendation of the Attorney General, may appoint a
mast er as Senior l\faster.

Temporary
appointments

(2) The Attorney General m ay designate masters to act in
the place of the Senior Master for all purposes during his
illness or absence.

Duties

(3) The Senior Master shall have general supervision a nd
direction over the administration of the offices of the masters

r
I
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and arranging and assigning masters for hearings as circumstances require.

99c.-(1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make ation,
Remuneretc.

regulations,

(a) fixing the remuneration of masters;

(b) providing for the benefits to which masters arc
entitled, including,
(i) leave of absence and vacations,
(ii) sick leave credits and payments in respect of
such credits,
(iii) pension benefits for masters and their widows
and surviving children,
and for the transfer or other disposition of benefits
in respect thereof to \vhich persons appointed as
masters under this Act were entitled under The cc.
R.s.o.
1970,
386, 387
Public Service Act or The Public Service Superannuation A ct at the time of their appointment
under this Act.
3 • unless
authorized by- the Other
(2) Sub]. cct to subsection
employment
Lieutenant Governor in Council, a master shall not practise
or actively engage in any business, trade or occupation but
shall devote his \vhole time to the performance of his duties
as a master.
(3) A master, with the previous consent of the Attorney Idem
General, may act as arbitrator or conciliator.
(4) The Public Authori'ties Protection Act applies to masters ~rlication
in the same manner and to the same extent as it applies R.s.0.1910.
374
to justices of the peace, without limiting any other defences c.
available to masters under the law in respect of acts done
in the execution of their duties.

99d.-(1) The
Lieutenant Governor in Council. _on the Local
.
masters
recommendation of the Attorney General, may appoint such
local masters as arc considered nece::;sary.
(2) \Vherc a master or local master is not appointed in Idem
respect of a county, the county court judg!· is and shall
perform the duties and exerci::.e the po·wcrs oI local master.
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(J ) In thl' absenn· or inability to act of a local master
appt)intL'd LllHh·r subsection l , the county court judge may

pt'rform the duties and exercise t he powers of the local
mastl'r .
• 106 1I1 "l.
J\!?lt'ndt.•d

:>.

(2) Su hscction 2 of the· said section 106 is amended by

• lllti <2•.
11.mt>ndrd

s.

IH (!)(el.

rt'-<"nRcte<..l

( I ) Cb1N' c of subsc>ction I of section 106 of the said Act
is amended by inserting a ft er "officers" in the first line
"other than masters".

inserting after "officer" in the second line "other than a
ma~ter' '.
H.

(1) Clause e of subsection 1 of section 114 of the said Act
is repealed and the following substituted therefor:

(e) the Senior Mas ter.
s. IH (1011/l.
amended

s. 116 (3).
amencled

Commence~

ment

I dem

Short title

(2) Clause J of subsection 10 of the said section 114 is
amended by striking out "Master of the Supreme Court,
or any officer sitting for him" in the first and second
lines and inser ting in lieu thereof "masters" .

7. Subsection 3 of section 118 of the said Act is amended by
adding at the end thereof "and where a claim for alimony
or for the main tenance or custody of children is joined with
a petition for divorce, the local judges of the High Court
have the same jurisdiction and authorities to deal with such
claim as may be exer cised by the Supreme Court or a judge
thereof".
8.- ( 1) This Act, except section 7. comes into force on a day to be
named by proclam ation of the Lieutenant Governor.

(2) Section 7 shall be deem ed to ha ve come into force on
the 1st day of July, 1971.
9. This Act may be cited as T he judi"cature Amendment Act, 1975.

